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n his "70s manifesto for more
experimental forms of sodal-
ly engaged art, Allan Kaprow
made an intriguing distinc-
tion between “life-like art” (arising
from life’s vidssitudes) and “art-like
art” (with a recognizable art-histori-
cal pedigree). But the demise of sit-
- uationist ideals with the increased
market orientation of '80s art rends
demonstrates the extent to which
blue chip “art-like art” is 2 reflection
of today’s conservative demand for
art which serves as bullion.

In contrast to self-consciously
“political art” (stll 2 sub-genre of
what Kaprow described as “art-like
art”)which uses pre-established
artistic forms, LAPD (Los Angeles
Poverty Department) evolved as an

" experimental theater which tries to
- reflect the experiential reality of
- homelessness, LAPD is truly inno-
vative l.hczr.ncal performance that
“exemplifies Kaprow’s notion of
“life-like art,” since it encompasses
*“the real-life scenarios of various
< street people in 2 mosaic of inter-
connecting muldple voices instead
of the usual conventional linear nar-
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rative based on 2 voinc-of-Gc.d per-
spective.

The underground performance
troupe blurs the usual separation
between art and life so convincingly
that its scripts often seem to be ad-
libbed. The rough-edged power of
its performance style retains the raw
energy of the struggle for survival
on Skid Row. The effect is to impli-
cate the audience in harsh realies
of street life which are too often
hidden from middle-class con-
scousness. .

.~ Under the dlrccuon of well-
known performance artist John
Malpede, LAPD grew out of wark-
shops for homeless people. Their
innovative performance style
evalved from experiments of work-
ing without scripts, using improvisa-
tion to allow each member to have
an input In this way Malpede dis-
covered what he deseribes as *a real-
ly natural connection between street
energy and extreme theatrical tech-
nigues, cutting edge experimental
stuff.” )
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ways a3 an official program of the
1990 Los Angeles Festival, re-cnacss
the experiences of company mem-
wp in Los Angeles County Hospinl
after filling from » top Boor win-
dow of 2 building en Skid Row.

The performance revolves
around the question of how Sun-
shine £l from the window. As the' *
centrs] character, Sunshipe is ©
extraordinarily engaging, often
humorous, sometimes pathede and
8t other times an ironic sodial enm-
mentstor. But it ll, ﬁlu“)r, his
Bumanity in the midst of exreme
sdversity that allows the sudience o
empathize so strongly with bis ™

While' the sudience is beld in

pense over the inty of the
evenws surrounding Sunshined Bll,
various interactions take place
berween him and bospinl suff,
police and Siid Row fiends. Amid
these rambling depladons there are
several cameo performances. Elia

- Arce has s hilarious spot as the

ingratiating Latino bride-to-be vis-
fting ber fancé from whom she will
sceept anything, undl his infidelides
are revealed when she Jearns be bas
syphilis, provoking female venom
all the magic powers of the unl-
verse to the disposal of s woman
scomed. - ®

In snother scenario, she
recounts the experiences of
waman looking for a room on Skid
Row a0d finding berself in lesbian
quarters with blood-sained ah::c.
where she assers her own sexual
preferences in 3 comic diatribe,
repeatedly y:]lmg. “Ido mot | like

scenes depicing Sunshined anes-
thetally induced nigh while

. um.’-u-;mn; surgery, the real events

BT g his 60 are led In
2 lmmﬁ.m‘ re-ensctment of child
rape, the sudience Jearns bow he

. was thrown from the building afier

stempting to protect the child fom
the rapists. The appalling viclence
of the sction in which the rapists
pick him vp and burl him from the
window is s powerfully disnurbing
indictment of the psychotic violence
of s culoxre in which human Efe is
regarded as cheaply as &tpouble
prbage.. . -

Sunshine Rl’ﬂtl"ﬂ s the .

- unlikely hero whose scdons demon-
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sdversity of life on the freen there
ean be s courage and nobility of
which sy, sfe middle-chss sub-
wrhiz knows linde. There is no art
being fabricated here. Instead
LAPD provides » diret view of real
Life in all fts contradicdons and
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