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Tony Parker, a member of the Los Angeles Poverty Dept. performance group, provides some music for
the theater piece. Members of the group visited Charlotte to help work on the Urban Ministry project.

Homeless tell storm’s stories

Theater somis

Davidson College senior Ken-
dal Stewart, an Urban Ministry
volunteer, landed a $10,000 Sun-
shine Lady grant to bring mem-
bers of the acclaimed Los-Ange-
les Poverty Dept. to town for a
weeklong residency.

She learned about LAPD, a
performance group made up
mostly of homeless people, and
director John Malpede last year,
while working on a class pre-
sentation about community-
based theater.

“The idea is to empower the
participants, to give them a voice,
and to bring up an issue that’s go-
ing on in the community and ad-
dress it,” Stewart says.

Want to Go?

An Emergency Evacuation
Plan for the City of Charlotte
PERFORMANCES: 8 p.m. Friday
at Urban Ministry Center's
new building, 945 N. College
St,; 8 p.m. Saturday in
Sprinkle Room, Union
building, Davidson College
Campus. Discussions will
follow both shows.
ADMISSION: Free.

DETAILS: (704) 347-0278;

- ‘www.urbanministry
center.org; www.lapoverty
dept.org.

“Hopefully you get to see
homeless people in a new light,”
says Lawrence Cann, head of Ur-
ban Ministry’s arts programs.

“As talented people who have a
real wisdom and sense of humor
about their situation.”

Laura James, for instance,
hasn’t acted since her ninth-
grade play.

Decades later, theater was the
last thing she thought she’d have
the opportunity to do as a home-
less person.

“It’s been so many years,” says
James, who plays one of the Ka-
trina victims lining up for dubi-
ous advice at an emergency shel-
ter. “I just laugh all the way
through.”

She hopes she can pull it to-
gether in time for Friday’s open-
ing.

“It's going to be exciting,”
James says. “I think people will
say, ‘I didn’t know she could do
that!””





