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Laura James (left) works on a performance with Ernest Brown and others Wednesday at Charlotte's Urban Ministry Center. 

Homeless tell Katrina's stories 
Urban Ministry Center 
troupe shows off artistic 
side in theater piece 

BY JULIE YORK COPPENS 
Theater Writer 

"We lost everything," the 
woman says, her face in her 
hands. "We don't have nowhere 
togo." 

The counselor nods. He's been 
hearing the same sad stories 
from Katrina evacuees all day. 
Then he offers this tip: "If you 
ain't got a good sleeping bag, get 
you one of them big, black Hefty 
bags .... But don't seal it up like a 
regular sleeping bag. Leave you a 
little hole up top so's you can 
breathe." 

Who better to advise the 

newly homeless than the experi
enced homeless? That's the idea, 
anyway, behind one scene in an 
unusual theater piece now in re
hearsal at Charlotte's Urban 
Ministry Center. 

A troupe of about 20 ministry 
clients, employees and volun
teers has worked on the project 
since Saturday with four visiting 
artists from Los Angeles' Skid 
Row. The show, "An Emergency 
Evacuation Plan for the City of 
Charlotte," is a series of impro
vised sketches looking at the 
lives of the needy through the 
lens of the hurricane aftermath. 

Friday's premiere will be the 
first public event in UMC's 
handsome new building, whose 
official opening will be April 9. 
"Evacuation Plan" will also be 
performed Saturday at Davidson 
College. 
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Annie 
McClendon
Gurley (from 
left), Kevin 
Michael Key 
and Little 
Shiva work on 
a scene from 
"An 
Emergency 
Evacuation 
Plan for the 
City of 
Charlotte," 
which 
premieres 
Friday at the 
Ministry 
Center's new 
building . 






